om records contain I bach probably Pe, nl 








Dre’ ‘Grace He thesvied : # 
Rhode Island State. brary . 
State House | a0 
Providence, Rhode. Peland 


Dear Dre Sherwood: 


T am’ writing a bodk on the subject of sopuaw mine? in early 
America and wish to obtain information on the counterfeiting 
of English halfpence at Rehoboth, Massachusetts for the pur- 
‘pose of. circulating them in Rhode Island, and elsewhere, This 
 gounterfoiting took place prior to 1785 and was so severe : 
that in June, 1785, Rhode island passed an "Act to Prevent - 
the Passing of Base Mixed Metals Made in Imitation of Copper 
Coin", It occurred to me that in the proceedings prior to 
the passage of this law there might have been some reports 

or some comment in the official Recor ae: of Rhode Island con= 
‘eerning this: ‘counterfeiting. — 









kre the journals of the Legislative fare: gabisaned or is there 
any ¢alendar of documents which may be in the Archives? 1 
would appreciate your suggestions ag to obtaining information 


» hfrom the official records, After I know what the official 
oul the newspaperss 







* od dental ies there are. counterfeit British halfpence dated 
“278h and 1 g ‘and no genuine tnglish halfpence were made after 
1775 and before 1797. . They didatt even cage whether improper 
dates were used, It is a: fascin ing tees eng z ae appre- 
ge ott bees “tab he aah ni 





January 11, 1957 


Dre Grace M,. Sherwood 

_ Rhode Island State Library 
State House 
Providence, Rhode Island 


Dear Dr, Sherwood: 


In Volume XVI of “Early Records of the Town of Providence", 

published in 1901, there is ineluded in an inventory, on _ 

page 308: "To one thousand and ten Copper pence and sixty 
four half pence 06 07 O08", This is taken from page 
2181 of "Will Book, ete. Noe 2" from your Probate Records, 


There must be a copying error in these figures as the 
total of the number of pence and half penee indicated is 
only"0); Oh 10," If the total is correet and the number 
of half pence is correct, then there should be 1500 copper 
PONCE s 


Would you be kind enough te look at the original record 
_ md let me know exactly what is included? This is the 
largest hoard of English coppers which I know of in early 
_ America and I wish to include this information in the book 
I am writing on the subject. If the original records are 
not in your department would you be kind enough to mail 
this letter to the party in charge of them? 


I will appreciate your cooperation, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 





GRACE M. SHERWOOD 
COMMISSIONER 





STATE RECORD COMMISSIONER 
STATE HOUSE 


PROVIDENCE 


January 15, 1957. 


Mr. Eric F. Newman, 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc., 
400 Washington Avenue, 

St. Louis 2, Missouri. 


Dear Mr. Newman; | 


Your inquiry of January llth, addressed to Doctor 
Sherwood, has been referred to this department for reply. 


The original records in question are in the Probate 
Court, City Hall, Providence. As soon as it is possible 
for us to do so, we will compare the figures given therein 
with the "one thousand and ten Copper pence and sixty four 
half pence," as printed in Vol. XVI, page 308, of the 
Barly Records of the Town of Providence, and will inform 
you of our findings. 


Sincerely yours, 


hong foobar, 


Henry G. Jackson, 
Deputy Record Commissioner. 


hj 


| Mareh 295 “1957 


Miss Mary Quinn ee ae 
Office of the Secretary of State. 
Trove seneey Rhode. Island » 


Dear Miss Quinn: 


Mr. Kenneth Scott, who else dias numismatic research asda 
that you were very cooperative in locating information for 
him, I am writing on the. reree of counterfeit English 
halfpence made in Ameriea and I find that in dune, 1785, 
Rhode Island passed "An Act to Prevent the Passing of Base 
Mixed Métals Made in Imitation of Copper Coin," The reason 


for this act was that a group of counterfeiters, in Senokot ; 
Massachusetts, seemed to be passing these coins into circu- 


‘Lation in Rhode Island. 


What I wanted to find out is whether there were any official 
records of Rhode Island concerning this counterfeiting or 
any proceedings prior to the passage of this law in which | 
this counterfeiting was discussed or mentioned, Are there - 
any journals of the legislative body which have the develop- 
went of the material on this law or is there any calendar 

of any documents which could locate any eked doe which are 

in the arehives on this wUDIOede 


I have already. searched the Providenes Gasette for the whole 


of the year 1785 without suceess, Have you any sha toate ae Ve 


I Look forward to ee from YOU. 


RR ORE 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPH/atd— 


i eee Bint Sine oaie tal 
Baie Sake hh aeaL Renae ee g 
pi aee. rg 3 HN Ma HY 


Mareh 29, 1957 


Mr. Henry G, Jackson 
Deputy Record Commissioner 
State House 

Providence, Rhode Island 


Dear Mr, dackgon: 
On January 15, 1957 you wrote me that you would go 

to the Probate Court, at the City Hall, in Providence, 
as soon as you found an opportunity, in order to 

check "fo one thousand and ten Copper pence and sixty 
four balf pence 06 O07 08" as printed in Volume 
XVI, page 308 of the Early Records of the Town of 
Providence. : ; 

I had stated in my letter of January llth that there 
is some mistake and I would appreciate 1% 1£.you would 
cheek the original records to determine what she 
correct numbers really are, 4 


Would you be kind enough to follow up on this matter? 


Sincerely yours, 


ie ERIC Py, NEWMAN 


EPNeath 








Mareh 29, 1957 


Mr. Henry G. Jackson 
Deputy Record Commissioner 
State House 

Providence, Rhode Island 


Dear Mre Jackson: — 


On January 15, 1957 you wrote me that you would go 
to the Probate Gourt, at the City Halli, in Providence, 
a8 soon as you found an opportunity, in order to — 
check "To one thousand and ten Copper pence and sixty 

four half pence 06 07 O08" as printed in Volume — 
- XVI, page 398 of the. eed Records of the Town of © 
PRONG CORON a . 


I hed stated in my Beliie ‘of inkiny Lith thet there 
te some mistake and I would appreciate it if you would 
check the original records to determine whet the 
eres ey. nunbers really are» 


Would you be kind enough to follow up on this matter? 


Sineerely yours, 


ERIC FP, NEWMAN - 


“ BPNeath- 





Bee 


JAMES C. CARR 
FIRST DEPUTY 


JOHN A. NOTTE, JR. 
SECRETARY OF STATE 


RONALDO E. LEMAY 
SECOND DEPUTY 





State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
PROVIDENCE 


April 11, 1957 


Mrs. Bric P, Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr, Newman: 


I have your letter of “arch 29, 1957, with a request for 
background information on the act of Yune 1785, prohibiting the 
passing of counterféit coins. 


I do not fing any petitions or tnstructions relating to this 
act in varticular. However, I do find that ther had been some 
counterfeiting of Spanish dollard in the fall of 1784, which had 
been apparently prosecuted under the act of Vecember 1766, entitled 
"An Act to prevent counterfeiting of coin or cutting & Dividing the 
samé" but that related only to 2014 and silver coins. The Assembly 
seems to have felt that this influx of counterfeit convers was not 
covered by that statute. The act was draughted outside of the 
Assembly, possibly by the Attorney General, the notation on it reads 
"Resolved that the aforezoing pass as an act of this Assembly" and 
it was passed without any change or further notation. 


In a petition to the General Assembly dated May 1786, Abner 
Woodward, a citizen of Connecticut, states that he brought a quantity 
of cheese, Butter, etc. to the market in Newnort where he saw butchers 
and other shop-keepers receiving and vassing the conper coins, some of 
which he took at face value, When he gave the son of thomas Tew 10 
copper coins as chanze on the purchase of a small quantity, he was 
haled before the Wardens of atibelae y and accused of passing counterfeit 
coppers and fined $12,50 in silver "Your petitioner is the first and 
only person Prosecuted in the said “City of Newnort during the existence 

of that law under which he was condemned." ‘The State's share of the 

fine amounting to %5.00 was remitted, the balance went to Mr. ‘lew and 
in costs of prosecution. I have been unable to find when it went out 
of Existence. 


Very truly yours, 


Assistant for Apchives 
314 State House 


April 15, 1957 


Miss Mary f. Quinn 
Assistant for Archives 
31), State House 
Providence, Rhode Island 


Dear Miss Guinn: 


Thank you, very much, for your letter of April 11, 
1957. I am very interested in the petition of 
Abner Woodward, asking for remission of his fine in 
connection with being convicted of passing counter- 
feit coppers. Could I have a photostat of this 
petition, or, if 1% is short, perhaps the text could 
be typewritten, What I had in sind was to find 

out exactly when his trial in Newport took place 

and to see whether the newspapers wrote up anything 
¢oncerning the trial. 


As far as the date when the 1785 Act was repealed, 
I believe I will be able to find that from the 
statute provisions or the session acts, 


Thank you, again, for your helpfulness, 


Sincerely yours, 


BRIG P, NEWMAN 
BPH/atb | 


GRACE M. SHERWOOD 
COMMISSIONER 





STATE RECORD COMMISSIONER 
STATE House 


PROVIDENCE 


May 13, 1957. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc., 
400 Washington Avenue, 

St. Louis 2B, Missouri. 


Dear Mr. Newman; 


With reference to your letter of March 29th in 
regard to a possible error in "Ihe Early Records of 
the Town of Providence" as printed, im Vol. XVI, page 
308, in the matter of the copper pence quoted and its 
value as shown in the inventory: These printed records 
agree with the original documents from which they were 
ccoptéed; the discrepancy in valuation was the result of 
shrinkage in the value of New England colonial currency 
with gemparison to British coinage. 


I trust that this explanation clears up the matter 
satisfactorily. 


Yours sincerely, 


m wy eee 
nary of sol 


Deputy Rec Commissioner. 


hj 


De 171 KL 6S Jo advance 
(138 Yoo Jo advance 


JAMES C. CARR 


JOHN A. NOTTE, JR. FIRST DEPUTY 


SECRETARY OF STATE 


RONALDO E. LEMAY 
SECOND DEPUTY 





State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
PROVIDENCE 


June 5, 1957 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Nr, Newman: 


Pressure or work connected with the ending of the General 
assembly session for this year prevented me from answering sooner 
your letter of April 15, 1957. 


A photostat of the vetition of Abner “oodward will cost 
One “ollar ($1.00). ‘The action by Tew azainst Woodward was 
brought before the Warden's Court of the City of Newnort. ‘There 
may have been some record of this kept by that town bus I doubt 
it. The d ate of the z ranting of the vetition is May Gi 1.786, 
I think that it was not long before that, that the incident 
complained of took nlace. Also the law must have been renealed 
before that date. 


Very truly yours, 


Yio) ON aa 
FO FLEL BOT ML AG Of tet+14., 


Assistant for Archives 
314 State House 
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In this connection may properly follow an inter- 
esting petition from James Franklin, to the General Assembly, relating to the 
method of printing the bills. The idea of Mr. Franklin was, to print the bills 
_ ona letter press, instead of a copper plate press, and by means of designs cast 
- from an engraved model, precisely as now we electrotype a wood cut. His 
proposition was voted out, —he was a hundred years in advance of his time. 
The notes of the Bank of England are to this day printed precisely ss Mr. 


Franklin proposed to do in the Rhode Island Colony in 1728. This petition is 


. from the archives of the State, and we believe has never before been printed: 


To the Hon’ble Joseph Jencks Esq. Governour, The Hon’ble the Deputy Gov- 
ernour, and the Hon’ble Council and Deputies of his Majesties Colony of 


Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, in New England, inGeneral Court . 


Assembled 
The Humble Petition of James . = ee 
Franklin of New-port, printer. “s 

Sheweth That the many Inconveniencys which Arise to his Majesties aa 
Subjects in New England, from their Bills of Publick Credit being 80 often 
Counterfeited, have put many upon projecting Various Methods to prevent 
them, but hitherto to no purpose. ©. 

Your Petitioner therefore humbly begs leave to deat s Your Honours with 
the Reasons why our Bills of Credit, as they are now printed upon ‘Copper 
Plates cannot be secured from being Counterfeited, and likewise Propose a 
Method of Printing them whereby all esuad Attempt of that Nature may be 
for ever prevented. ; 

The first reason is That a Bill Printed upon # Cobose Pins tas aes 
the Stroke of a Pen, and the Ink lying but upon the Surface of the Paper not 
having so deep an Impression as by the comon Way of Printing Bills of 
small Denominations have by our comon writeing Ink. been made larger, and 
even whole Bills been wrote out so as to Pass many Hands without a Diseovery. 


Another Reason is, That in a new Counterfeit Plate a false Stroke being 
made, may be easily mended by Hammering the Plate smooth in the false place 
only, and going over it again with ye Engraver. 

A third is, that more Ink being laid upon a Copper Plate for one Bill than 
another, makes not only an Inequality in the Colour, of the Bills printed from 
the same Plate some being very pale and others very Dark, but in the Dark 
Ones the Letters appear fuller, than in the pale, and the Extream park or 
Flourishes of every Letter come off on the Paper, to the full extent of the 
Strokes of the Engraver on the Plate, when in the Pale Bills, the Extream Park 
of many Letters do not Appear at all, which makes a Manifest Difference in 


- their Shape; Hi insomuch That Persons unacquainted with Printing, and not know- 


ing the reason of this Difference, very often Mistake the true Bills for false, and 
the false for true; as it now happens with the Ten Shilling Bills of the Province of 
the Massachusetts Bay; there being a Counterfeit Plate of that Denomipation. 
The Letter (e) in the Word Province being most taken Notice of, the Z. Bills 
are taken for false, becanse the Flourish at the Bottom of the (e) does not Ap- 


pear at all in the Pale Bills, and in the Dark it comes off full and plain as your 
Honours may Perceive by the Comparison of those true Bills. By this means,’ 
there being a Manifest Difference in the true Bills, tho’ taken from the same 
Plate, a small difference in the false from the true, is not much taken Notice of. 


On the Contrary, the Bills printed after the same manner with the Specimen 
herewith presented, have so different an Appearance from the Strokes, of a Pen, 
and the Impression sunk so deep into the Paper, that either to scratch out one 
Word to put in another, or to Write a whole Bill without a erected will be 
altogether es aeaecacad 


- Flowers at the Top and Bottom of the Bill: 


Neither can this Method of Printing the Bills be Counterfeited by a Copper 
Plate, there being so much difference between Copper Plate Printing and com- 
on Printing that even if it were possible, as it is not, to give every Letter and 
Figure the exact Shape, yet the whole Appearance of the Bill would be so 
vastly different, that a Careless Observer might Perceive it at first Sight. 

And as for the reason above given, a false Stroke on a Copper Plate may be 
easily mended, so on the Contrary, in the Engraving on the Mettal proper for 


comon Printing, the Ground, or that part of the Cut, which leaves the Paper : 


White, being Cut away, there is no raised substance left in the Mettal but that 


which makes the Strokes of the Letter or Figure; which makes it impossible to 


mend the least Mistake, where it is Necessary that any Part of a Letter, &e 
should be drawn ont longer, or made fuller —and besides in this way of En- 


graving the Mistakes would be so Numerous, that by Beginning the whole 


again on a new Piece of Mettal, still new Mistakes would be made, insomuch 

—That Your Petitioner Supposes, speaking Moderately, it would take one Man 
not less than an Age to Produce a passable Counterfeit Bill; but to Produce one 
exactly ‘Agreeing in all its parts with a true one Engraven and es in the 
manner Proposed, cannot possibly be done; 

Your Honours will perceive, in the Specimens hérewith presented, a line of 
Your Petitioner Proposes, that 
Flowers of an irregular Ground be cast, to be placed after the same manner, 
and likewise some Particular sorts of Letters; and that the Ground Punches, 
those for such Flowers and Letters, the Matrices, and such Flowers and Letters 
themselves, be delivered into the Hands of the Government; And your Peti- 
tioner (if your Honours shall think fit to employ him in this piece of Service to 





* the Country) be under Oath, not to cast any more of such Flowers & Letters | 


than what are for the Governments Use, nor suffer any to be cast or Used in 

any other work; By this means the Bills will be forever Secured from being 

Counterfeited; For the Nature of Letter Founding is such, That a Man having 

cut and cast such Flowers and Letters, cannot himselfe by any means do it 

again, without a Manifest Difference, which will be Obvious to every ones nye 
at the first Vision. 

The Cutting the Indents snd Escutcheons, casting the Flowers “and Letters, 

as well as Printing the Publick Bills of Credit in the Method above Proposed, 

- may be Performed by Your Petitioner, without the Assistance of any other 


Person, and much Cheaper than they can be Printed.only on the Copper Plates - 


already Engraved. Your Petitioner therefore humbly Prays he may have the 
Honour of Serving this Hon’ble Court, and his Majesties good Subjects of this 
Colony in this Affair, . 
And your Petitioner as in Duty bound 
shall ever Pray &e. 

ot - * JAMES FRANKLIN. 
[Endorsed on the back.) 
Its the opinion of this house, that this Petition be Voted out: Pr Ordr 
J. Lynpon, Clerk. 


Newport, May 2. 
1728. 


1, Ac's and Laws of His Majesty's Colony of Rhode Island and Providence 


Plantations. Newport, 1745, p. 211. 


aera aaa Beer Yi 
‘sidney: 8. aide? - SOME ACCOUNT OF ‘THE 
BILLS OF CREDIT OR PAPER MONEY OF 


‘ RHODE ISLAND, 


Providence, 1880, p. 3 





In this connection may properly follow an inter- 
esting petition from James Franklin, to the General Assembly, relating to the 
method of printing the bills. Theidea of Mr. Franklin was, to print the bills 
ona letter press, instead of a copper plate press, and by means of designs cast 
from an engraved model, precisely as now we electrotype a wood cut. His 
proposition was voted out,—he was a hundred years in advance of his time. 
The notes of the Bank of England are to this day printed precisely as Mr. 


Franklin proposed to do in the Rhode Island Colony in 1728. This petition is 


... from the archives of the State, and we believe has never before been printed: 


To the Hon'ble Joseph Jencks Esq. Governour, The Hon'ble the Deputy Gov- 
ernour, and the Hon’ble Council and Deputies of his Majesties Colony of 


Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, in New England, in General Court . 


Assembled 
The Humble Petition of James . : ee 
Franklin of New-port, printer. 

Sheweth That the many Inconveniencys which Arise to his Majesties Sood 
Subjects in New England, from their Bills of Publick Credit being 80 often 
Counterfeited, have put many upon projecting. Various Methods to prevent 
them, but hitherto to no purpose. ©. 

Your Petitioner therefore humbly begs leave to Acquaint Your Honours with 
the Reasons why our Bills of Credit, as they-are now printed upon Copper 
Plates cannot be secured from being Counterfeited, and likewise Propose a 
Method of Printing them Mel all possible Attempt of that Nature may be 
for ever prevented. 

The first reason is That a Bill Printed upon u Copper Plate is so much like 
the Stroke of a Pen, and the Ink lying but upon the Surface of the Paper not 





having so deep an Impression as by the comon Way of Printing Bills of: 


smail Denominations have by our comon writeing Ink been made larger, and 
even whole Bills been wrote out so as to Pass many Hands withqut a Diseovery. 


Another Reason is, That in a new Counterfeit Plate a false Stroke being 
made, may be easily mended by Hammering the Plate smooth in the false Place 
only, and going over it again with ye Engraver. 

A third is, that more Ink being laid upon a Copper Plate for one Bill than 
another, makes not only an Inequality in the Colour, of the Bills printed from 
the same Plate some being very pale and others very Dark, but in the Dark 
Ones the Letters appear fuller, than in the pale, and the Extream park or 
Flourishes of every Letter come off on the Paper, to the full extent of the 
Strokes of the Engraver on the Plate, when in the Pale Bills, the Extream Park 
of many Letters do not Appear at all, which makes a Manifest Difference in 


|. their Shape ; insomuch That Persons unacquainted with Printing, and not know- 


tel ania nme 


altogether impossible. 


- ing the reason of this Difference, very often Mistake the true Bills for false; and 
the false for true; as it now happens with the Ten Shilling Bills of the Province of 
the Massachusetts Bay; there being a Counterfeit Plate of that Denomination. 
The Letter (e) in the Word Province being most taken Notice of, the true Bills 
are taken for false, becanse the Flourish at the Bottom of the (e) does not Ap- 


pear at all in the Pale Bills, and in the Dark it comes off full and plain as your 


Honours may Perceive by the Comparison of those true Bills. By this means, 


there being a Manifest Difference in the true Bills, tho’ taken from the same 
Plate, a small difference in = false from the true, is not much taken Notice of. 


On the Contrary, the Bills printed after the same manner with the Specimen 


herewith presented, have so different an Appearance from the Strokes, of a Pen, 
and the Impression sunk so deep into the Paper, that either to scratch out one 
Word to put in another, or to Write a whole Bill without a Discovery, will be 








Neither can this Method of Printing the Bills be Counterfeited by a Copper 
Plate, there being so much difference between Copper Plate Printing and com- 
on Printing that even if it were possible, as it is not, to give every Letter and 
Figure the exact Shape, yet the whole Appearance of the Bill would be so 
vastly different, that a Careless Observer might Perceive it at first Sight. 

And as for the reason above given, a false Stroke on a Copper Plate may be 
easily mended, so on the Contrary, in the Engraving on the Mettal proper for 
comon Printing, the Ground, or that part of the Cut, which leaves the Paper : 
White, being Cut away, there is no raised substance left in the Mettal but that 
which makes the Strokes of the Letter or Figure; which makes it impossible to : 
mend the least Mistake, where it is Necessary that any Part of a Letter, &e 
should be drawn out longer, e made fuller—and besides in this way of En- 


graving the Mistakes would be so Numerous, that by Beginning the whole 
again on # new Piece of Mettal, still new Mistakes would be made, insomuch 


—That Your Petitioner Supposes, speaking Moderately, it would take one Man 


not less than an Age to Produce a passable Counterfeit Bill; but to Produce one 


_ exactly Agreeing in all its parts with a true one Engraven and printed in the 


manner Proposed, cannot possibly be done; 

Your Honours will perceive, in the Specimens hérewith presented, a line of 
Flowers at the Top and Bottom of the Bill: Your Petitioner Proposes, that 
Flowers of an irregular Ground be cast, to be placed after the same manner, 
and likewise some Particular sorts of Letters; and that the Ground Punches, 
those for such Flowers and Letters, the Matrices, and such Flowers and Letters 
themseives, be delivered into the Hands of the Government; And your Peti- 
tioner (if your Honours shall think fit to employ him in this piece of Service to 


* the Country) be under Oath, not to cast any more of such Flowers & Letters 


than what are for the Governments Use, nor suffer any to be cast or Used in 
any other work; By this means the Bills will be forever Secured from being 
Counterfeited; For the Nature of Letter Founding is such, That a Man having 
cut and cast such Flowers and Letters, cannot himselfe by any means do it 
again, without a Manifest Difference, which will be Obvious to every ones cay 
at the first Vision. 
The Cutting the Indents snd Escutcheons, casting the Flowers “and Letters, 
as well as Printing the Publick Bills of Credit in the Method above Proposed, 


~ may be Performed by Your Petitioner, without the Assistance of any other 


Person, and much Cheaper than they can be Printed only on the Copper Plates - 
already Engraved. Your Petitioner therefore humbly Prays he may have the 
Honour of Serving this Hon’ble Court, and his Majesties good Subjects of this 
Colony in this Affair, . 
And your Petitioner as in Duty bound 
Newport, May 2, : shall ever Pray &e. 

1728. E « * JAMES FRANKLIN. 

(Endorsed on the back.] 
Its the: opinion of this house, that this Petition be Voted out: Pr Ordr 
J. LYNDON, Clerk, 


1, Ac's and Laws of His Majesty’s Colony of Rhode Island and Providence 


Plantations. Newport, 1745, p. 211. 
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‘Shaner 8. Rider = ‘some ACCOUNT OF THE. 


_ BILLS OF CREDIT OR PAPER MONEY OF 


‘ RHODE ISLAND,: Providence, 1880, p. 43 
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PROVIDENCE GAZETTE AND COUNTRY JOURNAL, April 17, 178k 
4 Vol .xxI No. 1059 


PROVIDENCE April 17 


"Within a Fortnight past, considerable Quantities of counter- 
feit British Halfpence have been brought here, and many of them 
passed in small sums. They are of base Metal, badly executed, 
and of Course easily detected - We are desired to mention that 
they are openly manufactured in a neighboring Town in the State 
of Massachusetts". 
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“Within a Fortnight past, considerable Quantities of counter- 
feit British Halfpence have been brought here, and many of them 
“passed in small sums. They are of base Metal, badly executed, 
and of Course easily detected ~ We are desired to mention that. 
they are openly manufactured in a neighboring Town in the State 
of Massachusetts", ps ee es oe | 
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PROVIDENCE April 17 


"Within a Fortnight past, considerable Quantities of 
counterfeit British Halfpence have been brought here, and 
many of them passed in smail sums. They are of base Metal, 
badly executed, and of Course easily detected «= 
We are desired to mention that they are openly manufactured 


in a heighboring Town in the State of Massachusetts", 
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PROVIDENCE April 17 


"Within a Fortnight past, considerable Quantities of 
counterfeit British Halfpence have been brought here, and 
many of them passed in small sums. They are of base Metal, 
badly executed, and of Course easily detected - 

We are desired to mention that they are openly nanufactured 


in a heighboring Town in the State of Massachusetts". 
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¥ nuinisaatist W.G.3tearns of “oston on the subsaet Of American aed 
Te pee am 
Colonial scoing which was reed at a meeting of the Numismatic = 
Society of Landon on May 28, 1440. Stearns write that "It vag 


is seid that in Rhode Islend a half penny wes coined, celled 
vulgarly the *Sung—town? but this I have not seen.* 
Contemporary evidence of the “fire” is MaMMKNAX meager 
and all ie uiiest eee) . KK Paragravhe in two 17%4 pavers . ae 
would seem to be "svarks " | 


“Considerable quantities of Counterfeit Hritish Halfnence 
heave lately been nassed st Proviience., They sre of ea 
bese metal, bedly executed, and of course essily detected. 
Tt ig said, thet they are ovenly menufactured in the 
stete of Haerachusetts." New York Journal & Stete Gazette, 
29 Avr. 1784. . 


"Boston, May 3. : 

treat quantities of British heif-nence or conpers, made 
of base metal, are now passing in this town. It is said 
they are openly menufactured in a southern basa in this 
state.* United States Shronicle, Provi-‘ence, ,6 May 178, 
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More on “An ILLUSTRATION of a RHODE ISLAND (G-2A) 
SHIP TOKEN in a 1785 Japanese Book." 


from Michael J. Hodder 
Wolfeboro, New Hampshire 


The appearance of a 1778-1779 Rhode Island Ship Token/Medal in the 
Seiyo Sempu (ca. 1785, Kyoto; cf. Gleanings 2, CNL 10/76) is 
intriguing, not only because it is the earliest known mention of the 
piece. Interested readers may refer to the reproduction of the 
woodcut in the cited reference. (See CNL Sequential page 570, JCS). 


Reading Japanese style, the first coin on the right is a copper half 
stuiver, dated 1644 but struck 1644-45 by the Dutch East Indies 
Company intended for circulation in Batavia, Ceylon, and Malacca as an 
emergency issue. The second piece is our Rhode Island specimen, 
variety with "vlugtende" removed from the die or scraped from the 
coin. The third is a "tin" bazaruco, undated but struck after 1724 by 
the Company for circulation along the Malabar coast. Translations of 
the Japanese text accompanying the drawings was done through the 
kindness of Mrs. Rose Chan Houston, Associate Curator of Far Eastern 
Coins at the American Numismatic Society. The text gives the weights 
and diameter of each specimen; the given figures have proven to be 
accurate measurements, falling within expected norms, and suggest that 
the author of the handbook, Shoen Shujin, worked from actual specimens 
or drew on the work of someone who had held the coins. Each specimen 
pictured in the woodcut has a headnote above it. The first, again, 
from the right, reads "The same (as the preceding coin on the page 
before); copper coin." The second reads "The same; the same." The 
third reads "The same; lead coin." In its first appearance "The same" 
refers to the heading of the section of the catalog in which these 

three pieces are featured. Presumably, it reads something like "Coins 
of the Foreigners Resident in Deshima."" When the character 

"Do" (= ditto, the same) is repeated twice over the Rhode Island piece 
the reading of 'same class as the preceding coin; copper coin! is 

meant to be understood. Thus, to the Japanese author of the late 18th 
century catalog of European coins, the Rhode Island piece was a copper 
coin of the same class as two coins struck earlier by the Dutch East 
Indies Company. 


This is not to suggest that the Rhode Island piece, be it medal or 
token, was struck by the Company, but the Dutch context is clear in 
the woodcut. It should also be remembered that Japan was a closed 
society when Shoen Shujin compiled his catalog of European coins. 
Foreign coins entered Japan (for collectors, not for circulation) only 
through Chinese merchant traders licensed by the Shogunate, through 
clandestine trade with the Dutch, occasionally with the English, in 

the Ryuku Islands (Okinawa, etc.), or through the Dutch factory on 
Deshima Island in Nagasaki Bay. Thus, of the three likely sources for 
foreign coins in late 18th century Japan, two were Dutch in origin. 
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None of the coins in the woodcut are rare. The first is listed by 

C. Scholten as scarce (The Coins of the Dutch Overseas Territories, 
1601-1948); | estimate the Rhode Island piece to be R-4 on 

Don Taxay's rarity scale; Scholten considered the third to be common. 
The third certainty, and probably the first, could still be found in 
circulation in Dutch East Indies Company territory in 1785. Even if 
not still part of the currency medium, there would have been little 
difficulty obtaining coins that are not scarce some two hundred years 
closer to the time of their manufacture. The appearance of the Rhode 
Island piece in a catalog dated about six years after 1779 is 
suggestive. The time lag is too short to allow for it to reach. Japan 
through random patterns of circulation. Given the sailing time, and 
need to wait for monsoon winds in the Arabian Sea, the time lag 
between the putative date of striking, 1779, and the date of the 
Seiyo Sempu, ca. 1785, is reduced even more, perhaps as much as a 
full year. 


It seems that the Rhode Island specimen pictured by Shoen Shujin 
reached Japan in the hands of someone who obtained it no more than 
six, probably no more than five, years after its assumed date of 
manufacture. Historical evidence suggests that person was Dutch, at 
least in the employ of the United East India Company. The author of 
the Kyoto catalog of foreign coins considered it to be in the same 

class as two coins struck by the Company, further suggesting a strong 
Dutch connection. 


Numismatic mythology to the contrary, the legends on the Rhode Island 
piece are in perfectly good Dutch for the time. Rhode Island is 
spelled phonetically, if incorrectly, suggesting a maker unfamiliar 

with the spelling accepted in 1779; but the sentence structure and the 
rest of the orthograpy is correct for a reasonably educated Dutch 
speaker of the late 18th century. The word "vlugtende" (= escaping) 
plainly was not meant to appear on the "obverse," beneath Admiral 
Howe's flagship, as it was either gouged off, overpunched with a 
wreath, or removed from the die finally. General Clinton did not 
evacuate Rhode Island until October 11, 1779 and the furled sails on 
Howe's flagship suggest anchorage and not flight. It is possible that 
"vlugtende" on the "obverse" was a die-sinker's error; certainly the 
manufacturer of the piece tried different ways to obliterate the word, 
and only one specimen is known to survive with the word unaltered on 
the coin. General Sullivan's failure to take Newport and Admiral 
d'Estaing's forced withdrawal to Boston after the storm of August 
10/11, 1778 were serious setbacks for the American cause. General 
Clinton's withdrawal from Rhode Island led to the capture of 5,400 
American troops and the recovery of South Carolina and the important 
colonial port of Charleston for the Crown in May of the following 

year. Withdrawing from Rhode Island was part of the British "southern 
strategy" and was hardly a defeat for the British arms. Howe's furled 
sails proclaim possession, not eviction. The Rhode Island piece is 

not anti-British satire; rather, it is pro-British propaganda 
appropriate to the time, almost certainly of Dutch origin, struck 
before the Treaty of Armed Neutrality made the Netherlands a de facto 
enemy of Britain in December 1780. 
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June, 1785: 5 


An ACT to prevent the pafiing Gf bafe mixed 
Metals, made in Imitation of Copper Coin, asa 
Currency in this State. | ; 


ww THEREAS of late there hath been introduced into this Stat* So pets 
large Quantities of bafe mixed Metal, made in Imitation of Coppers: 
the Copper Coin which pafs as a Curreacy therein, which tends to 


the encouraging. of Frauds, to the Support of Idlenefs and Diffipa- 
tion, and 1s an Impofition upon the Inhabitants of this State : 


BE it therefore Ena&ed by tbe General Affembly, and by the Authort- 

__ay thereof it is hereby Enaéted, That from and after the Tenth Day of 

uly next, no Perfon or Perfons fhall prefume to pafs, receive Or take, 
any of the faid bife mixed Metals, made in Imitation of any of the } 
Copper Coin which pafs asa Currency in this State, knowing the 
fame to be thade of fuch bafe, mixed; adulterated Metals, upon the 
Penalty of paying as a Fine, for each and every Piece of fuch bafe; 
mixed, adulterated Metal, made in Imitation of the Copper Coin as 
aforefaid, Six Shilliags, Lawful Money, which he, flte or they fhall 
- pafs, receive or take, as a Copper or Coppers, which pafs asa Curren- 
cy in this State ; one Half thereof to and for the Ufe of this State, 


dalfto the Perfon who rofecute for the fame, by 
Information betore any Gne or THOTe Enron 


Wardens, of the Peace, who are hereby fully authorifed and empow-, 
éd to hear and try the fame; ard upon any fuch Offender or Offend- 
ers being conviéted, he, fhe or they, fliall pay the Fine aforefaid; and 

all lawful Cofts of Profecution and Conviction. ‘ 


‘ 
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AND be it further Enafted by the Aathority aforefeid, That if any 
Perfon or Perfons fhall make or caft any Piece or Pieces of bafe or 
mixed Metals, in Imication of any of the Copper Coin which pafs as 
4 Currency ia this State, in order to pafs the fame as Money; or to 
the Intent that the fame ffould be received ini Payment for the Dif- 
charge of Debts, or the Purchafe of Goods, Wares or Merchandife, 
atid fhall thereof be lawfully convicted, before the Juftices of the Su- 
perior Court of Judicature, &c. he, fhe or they, fhall be liable to 
fuch Fines or corporeal Punifhment as the faid Superior Court fhall 
think his, her or their Offences merit; not extending td Life or Limb. 


~~ ——— ee, 
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SQM DKON DAYIS IMO 


Wuerzas Mr. Robert Browninz; of Soith-Kiizz flown, preferred 4 R. Browning's 
Petition and reprefented unto this Aflembly, That in the late War, ae 
he being young, was perfuaded to go upon the Ifland of Rhode-Ij- 
and then in the Poffeffion of the Enemy, that after he arrived there 
he-was convinced of his Folly, and foon returned to faid Scuth-King/- 
down: That this Affembly ordered the Sheriff of the County of 
Wafbington to take Poffeffion of his real Eftate; but afterwards re- 
ftoredit to him the Petitioner, and directed that he fhould nor dif- 
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ould not have conceal a man would be 
he Pritith dominions hardy enough to print 
fh a production, written folely for the pure 
nking the and the minifters contemp= 
wever, foit is, for Mp. Winterton, who 
re yefterday in his way to Italy, brought 
the London edition ia his pocket, whichJ 
h. A tenth part of the eenfure and info- 
mtained in any work printed here again - 
h government, would forever deprive any 
ncerned of the lofs of liberty, if not life. 
nel ‘Humphries has been gratified with @ 
y the Americans for writing this poem, ahd 
to be on his voyage hither; the dogtur is 
t him at the court of Verfailles. He is res 
ive of America, though fome of the public 
Pp make him appear a traitor to his countrys 
at he isan Englifhman. His talents for 
faid to be equal to Charles ChurchilP’s ; be- 
foubt, the fubject of the above poemis a 
fora fatirical writer. * 
court of Verfailles are going, as it is gene- 
tted, to fend a new ambaffador to the 
sreat-Britain.”? 0 
lcbrated Mr. De Chevets was as proud of 
rity of his birth, as others are of their no- 
Vhen he was a private legionary, it is faidy 
t of his relations would not own him: but 
arrived at the firft rank in the army, they 
claim their affinity tohim. One among 
ving requefted of him his intereft at court, 
hevert atked him, if he was a gentleman ? 
» being .anfweredin the affirmative, he re- 
Then you are no relation of mine; for: § 
rft and only gentlenian of my race.” 
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-BURWNE, (Nova-Scotia) June 22 
ith fincere pleafure we can inform the pub- 
captain Fil, having completed the line for 
rom this place to Annapolis, began yefter- 
htwenty men, effeétually to cut and ae- 
{aid road ; and we have not the leaft doubt, 
he will, ina very fhort time, compleat -a - 
and eafy communication to Annapolis, and 
, to all the fettlements on the Bay of Fundy. 
ntages arifing to this county from fuch 2 
}cation, muft be obvious te every one, and 
t intereft every well-wither to the fettle- 
ts fuccefs. ' 
ednefday laft arrived, the fchooner Fairs 
ain Scott, from Barbadoes ;—floop Betfey, 
Barry, and floop » captain Miller, 
w-York ; and a {mall {chooner from Hali- 
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iday the hip Minerva, John Squires, maf- 
. a whaling voyage, onthe coaft of Brazil, 


Polc, Cal ine Wribne MM, and eat it he did, not" 


without exhibiting afet of wry faces, with which 
if poor Hogarth had Been ftill alive and could have 
attended, his collection of éaricatures would have re- 
ceived confiderable addition ;. as the gueft appeared 
a little thirfty after his repaft, he had a glafs of 
brandy brought him, upon drinking which he took 
his Jeave, and arrived here with an account of the 
cnew mode of living in the country. The comedy 
has fince taken a turn rather unexpected, but ftrict- 
ly poetical, (juftice being done to all parties) for the 
Rentlema® was convidled of the offence at the lat 
general feflious, and condemned to be imprifoned 3 
months, pay a fine of one hundred pounds, and give 
fecurity for his good behaviour for feven years. 

A few days ago, near Neilfon’s, ferry a megro 
wench was fafely delivered of four children 3 three 
ef whom are living, and promife to do well. 

June 23. We are happy. to learn, that his excel- 
lency-the governor in his tour through the interior 
parts of this ftate, received every pleafisre that his 
geod withes for the true intereft of his country could 
form. As he pafled through the diftricts of Ninety- 
Six and Canden, he had the fatisfadtion to fee peace 
and induftry in their fullef{ extent, énjoyed and ex- 
ercifed. Few but had felt the extreme feverity of 
the Jate wicked deftruftive war; yet fuch is the fi- 
tuation of this delightful part of the ftate, that eve- 
ry bleffing may be expected from the induftry of the 
people, the richnefs of the foil, and the falubrity of 
the air. His ercellency met with every mark of re- 
f{pect, love and efteem 3 in fadt, each breatt was re- 
plete with joy on feeing a governor of their own 
choice comne among them. 

Yefterday morning a duel wasfought between ge- 
neral Pinckney and Mr. Huger, in which the form- 
er gentleman was wounded in the thigh ; we fincere- 
ly join the numerous friends of the general in the 
moft hearty withes for his fpeedy recovery. 

June 29. We hear, that on 14th ult. a violent 
ftorm of wind and hail, happened at the Cheraws. 
The hail-ftones were of a moft uncommon fize, fome 
of them weighing nearly two ounces, and wherever 
they fell, deftroyed the crops of corn or indigo, or 
whatever facculent plant or herb fro: vits feeble firne- 
ture was incapable of refifting the fury of the ftorm. 





Philadelphia, Fu/y 14. 


Large quantities of bafe mixed metal, made in 


- imitation af copper coin, haying been lately imperted 


into the ftate of Rhode-IMand, the affembly thereof, 
at their lait feilion, paffed a law, impofing on all per- 
fons who fhall receive’ or pats any pieces of faid bafe 
metal, a fine of fix hhillings for each piece fo receiy- 


ed or paffed—one half to the ftate, the other to the 
informer. i ' 


Tuefday, 2 2m on borfh--t fine fnpofe a ri- 
der breaking a young norte) ran over g little boy in 
Market-ftreet, and bernifed him feverely: the blood 
guthed from him-in various places, Tn well-regu- 
lated countries in Europe, there are pofitive Igws a- 
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" rife at the dawn of day, look oter your 


done, why Wl tell you what.ouGHr to 
Do you ye ladies ftrip off your tra! 
the fire—feathers, muflin, gauze, fi 
fuch expenfive trumpery, confecrat 
and ruin your hufbands no more.— 
the morning, and inftead of faunt 
away inthe Mali with a pareel of j 
lows, take the broom in your hand, 
the houfe, d’ye hear! clothe-yourfely 
in good homefpun, ¢f your own ma 
fiead of reading a parcel of nonfenfic 
ramances, go in the kitchen and fee 
ard don’t fit at the parlour window 
armed chair, with a fan in your hand, 
of the heat of the weather. And as 
gentlemen, I would advife you to alt 
duct ; inftead of opening your fteres at 1 



















don’t be fo polite as to leave them ‘entire! 
clerks, you may now’and then take upa 
but you muft not ftop every body you 
‘any thing new to-day fir’? And this 
and ladiesy is my advice, and if you dk 
you may leave it; and folam your hum! 
BLI 


*I* Por thepurpofe, efpecially of el 
. Members, now in nominatien, The Amer 
Sophical Society will meet at the Univerfity 
row, the 15th inftant, at feven o’clock jt 


ing. SAMUEL MAGAW, f 


(> The Committee appointed at the J. 
Meeting for the City, No-thern Liberties 
trict of Southwark, are earneftly requefte 
at the City-‘l'avern, this evening, at fev 

July rqth, 


? ° 

LF Foba Sturgeon (who live 
the fubieriber a few years before the la 
his Brother; ' Thornes Sturgeon (who failed ox 
blehead, in New.England, for fome time) 
they may hear of fomething to their advanta 
plying or writing to Doétor Fokn Wither/p 
Jerf.y ; Mr. . Thomas Marshall, merchant, i 
North-Britain, ot to the fubfcriber, in Phila 
WILLIAM SE 

Philadelphia, July 13, 1785. 


= hree Pounds Rew 


' “) AN-AWAY from the floop St. Jou: 
—&, Lath inftant, a NEGRO MAN, nam: 


+ out § fect high, fmooth faced and well cou: 


« iotry born : be wore blue long trowfers 
rt, and blue coattee, black filk handker 
2 ound hat bound with velvet. Whoever { 
dvicribed flave, fo that his mafter may get h 
fhalt seacive the above reward, & reafonah 
paid iftaken fm the country, by. applying te 
NOWLAN, or in his abfernce to Mr. BEN. 
merchant, Water fireet. All mafters of vefle 
bid'to carry him offat their peril. sap. 





NEWPORT MERCURY == : Jan. 19, 1786 
Boston, January 9 


A new and promising Manufactory has lately been established 
| by Mons.Gillet de Vallet, and Co, at Parker's Falls, New 

_ Hampshire, under the patronage of the Hon. Major-General. 
Sullivan, at whose house, we are informed, the Manufacturers 
Now reside. They have made considerable progress, and are 

now selling large buttons of all colours, from 6 to 12 coppers 
per dogs small ones in proportion; wohade of all colours, 

at 2 coppers per whein: Silk knee=garters of alli colours, at 
10 coppers per pair; cémmon do. 6 coppers; Hair-Buttons for 
hats, at 8 coppers per doz, fashionable loops for hats, 

at 3 coppers per yards round do. at one copper per yards 


while cord of different qualities and prices. * * * 
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WEMPORT MERCURY = = ate, 17S 


| srr are 16. 


| ce large, quantity of Countentest Copper Cola: menufac | pore 

te this and the neighboring Statesyhas lately been in edres- . 
lation in this Conmonwealth, but it te now generally refused 

a curreney by the trading part of the community; nearly one-_ 


half WF the copper. coin in this ‘country for twenty or thirty 


years past has been ofe base. kind aanufactured at Birmingham 


oy ae Englands however, at erept ‘into circulation, and OG: 


until the late ‘additional quantity above-mentioned asde its | 


: Appearence, pass for the same value as those whieh are genuine. 


New Lorky Gonneetiout, and Vermont have authori sed a 
person ‘x each of those ‘States to goin eoppert numbers of 
thea are now in cirouletions they are in general well made, 


and of good copper, those of Hew York in particular. Was. 
a person authorized in this. State for the sane purpose 16) 


would undoubtedly prevent ‘the nanufeoturing ‘ef those nade 
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be fer, by kecping the public faith 
facred and inviolable. 


{ frail now conclude, after calling 


ne 
te your Sort vee the following 
well known fable :—-A father, on his 
deatn- Sa called 102 seth er bi s thirteen 


red ad bund ie of rads to be 


> hen. according to 







fons, and det: 


broucht, wink 





his o.tets. theyhad { attempted to break, 
they couid norefect. The hundlewas 
inen lociened, and the rods, when taxen 
finely, were broken with the greatelt 
vale. ‘the moral of this fable 1s teo 
well knows, fo need recitation: por ts 


it receflary to fay moch concerning 
the infeceaces deducible from it, re- 
ipecling ourfelves. ‘This fhall fufiice: 
United, we rite fuperior to the malice 
ef-all eur enemics: but if divided, 
diitrastion, anarchy, and confulion, 
frall be cur undoubted portion. 


Op ae ele 4 ae Re 


; . 
bo vesention if the frén- 


, by tke Brity2. 


lowing Lit of fars, adver- 

fod i: London for the spring 
fgles {the + weasel part of which were 
taken within che bounds of the united 
ftates) evidently { fhews what we faffer 
for want of fucha tederal government 
as will enable congre fs to fulfil their 
encavements, and compel acomphance 
on the part cf others. 
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Perceive, by a late pa 
Rhode If Mand has pala we % te fs 
tablish a mint for the coinage of ¢ 
rand fiver. Every a& of this kindy 
ina particu flate, calls to my mind — 
the evils we fuifer for want o: anion 
among the flates. That idol of coe 
people, fate Sovereignty , will for eve 
difappoint the hopes we entertain 
peace, happinefs, and_ refpecteb: tiny 
and prevent any fovereignty at all. 
What ady vantage does a ftate ex] 
to receive from a mint ? Pars are | 
two advantages they can sly bare q 
in idea; either an increafe of the ee 
pate fpecie, of the preferration ss 
he parity of the coin. —~ ; 
li people bave in view the firft ~ Ag 
vantage the increa‘e of the Eien a 
of signers they betray great i : 
cf the nature of a medium of tr 
whatever extraordinary fais of fpec’ 
are thrown into circulation fa a p: 
celar ftate, the medium will not 
augmented. It will leave the * 
fpread itfelf the neigh 
ftates, and form ap equilibri 
an extraordina ity 0 
were coined foe dn inte hoe 
would leave the country, and form 
equilibriom with the vandiom of | 
commercial countries which ate ia 
tr cade with us, ‘Nothing can be more | 
bturd than the idea of making a paper 3 
ium. Let money alone, and these 3 
will always be enough in a commersi- | 
al country. Nothing but produ@tive ; 
induftry can tarn the ftream of money 
into a country: and, when the quat- | 
tity is increafed to a certain deg a4 ‘ 
will depreciate: that is, the price # 
goods will rife. Money, with refpett 
to & fate, is not ib a ‘but the re 
prefentative of pro 3 
litle or no difference & at fam of : m0 | 
ney is in circulation in the world. © 
e quantity be whist i wil, t tt. cl | 
alway e sopreiou SF tide ¥ to be 3 
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 Botight atid Gly Two hundred mil- 
é lions of continental garrency reprefent- 
| éd the comm “property of the 
~ janited flates. © Then wheat was from 
feventy to one hundred dollars a bithel. 
Now, ‘about five, fix, or perhaps fe- 
én millions of fpecie reprefent the 
‘ebmimetcial property, and wheat bears 
alow price, Tet one million of dol- 
“‘Yers reprefent the property, and the 
“price of produce will fall proportion- 
ply, & tity of produce veing the 
* Fantes eee 

5° Bot whatever attempts legifiatares 
may widke; to create a medium, the 
@aantity in circulacion will depend on 
product which this conntry affords 
ja'market, When people want money 
arbre than gootls,: they wall import it; 
‘jas is now the café, in itates which have 
Hot made paper bills; thole itates have 
gait as much medium in cath, as ¢ 
others Have in cafh and paper. ‘The 
ove is fo adjuited, thateach flate 
i its’ dae proportion, according to 
“Gts prodace and buinels. ‘This is 
Proved to the conviction of people ac- 
Shae with the bufinefs of the dul- 
‘Serene aes. The difcovery of gaid 
- ‘@¥ filver mines would be the greateit 
ae could befall this country. 
“There is money enongh in the worid; 
dod every nation will have as much a 
the daduftry of its inhabitants will pro- 
egre. And money obtained it any 
other way, will not ftay in ¢ country — 
it only- enables a people to involve 

~. themfelves deeper in debt. 
\'Yhe other advantage cxpetted front 
‘a@wbitt, the prefervation of the purity 
of coin, fhould not be focal. The 
‘mnt of the united fates will bett an- 
‘fwer this purpofe. "This is a valuable 
purpofe é6fa mint; but there is nv oc- 
cafion for more thanone. We wart t 


fic 


gnnihilate all diltiaGtiions of money~ 


“Phere thould be but one currency tor 
Ee whole union. “Phe coin thould all 


the 
thie faine alloy. It fhould be a currea- 


« uty for the continent. Why, therefore, 
nes 


19 plan of ftate mints? if the coin? 


ghthe different flares are not pretifly 
Vol. I, Nov IV, Cc 





On the epablifbenent ofa mint in Ride Iftand. 


of unifotm-denonsinations, and of 


48¢ 


alike, they will help to keep sfive the 


jealoufics of the fates, and embarcafs 


trade, Arid if the coins are to be all 
alike, what neceflity of diferent mints? 
is there not more danger of deception 
among @ number, thanin one? 1s not 
the expenfe greater ? 

I pray God, that fuch local ideas 
may be obliterate —that congrefs may 
Deenabled to regulate the com aint ren 
dex it an-unitorn carrency—that itate 
currencies of bill, may he defiroyed, 
and none emitted bat under the autho- 
tity of congref&s, that paper, it we 
muft be hataded with it, may have a 
general circulation. It is imnpoilible 
hing and happy peopic, 





to be affourth 
without a ungic power oer the wholes 
‘The petty advantages that the ftates at- 
tempr to obtain by their individual 
foveretenty, are ali Joft, necaufe the 
itrugele 3s mutuals: Lo was a warm 
fiend to whe revolution, aur! it 1s mors 
titying 10 fee the ftates fo blind t their 
own interelt, as to eppofe “the ends 
which that event might anfwer. Con- 
viction is wrought in a gradual man- 
ner: bai, however flow its progrels, 
time and necefficy muf eventually open 
the eves of che people. A compullory 
power mat extt fomewhere 5 and it ts 
probable the people will create its if 
they do nos, it will cettainly create 
itfelf. NESTOR, 
. ay ave tle tie tee ae SP 


f the computa 
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fA Par tshesr confidereds and 

farented, cee a funclanental, de- 

ett in the conflitution ct Congress, 

chet a fall’ gute entire power over the 
set ‘ =a 4¥ . ‘ 1 

eommerce of the united sates, nas Dor 


No cOnceny, 


been given co dite body 5 
comimnon to many, being Conducted io 
a good end but by a ‘anty Of councils. 

Hence it js, thar the iutercourtes oF 
the Mates are liable to he perplexed wim 
injuced by various and difcerdaat te- 
eolations, iuitead of hat hare a9 


tea ttiTes 
i UTCay 






i em 



































» ~ i ee ie 
“ Be ‘ Ps ; aes OR 8 eat » i i bo Fee A a - : een i PB ies 
= ' | a. ; a 
pinmowdiplayed ow thie Contident. <A ptople ia Mow Buripides came to Make fo palpshia a enitake, ge a) 


without bloodied, depusng a bind of Patsiots can beft tell, Candour and truth pgaeoth thas it thauld be 
3 ees who would hu vetacted tye hiltory” of * corvected. JCAWDID, 

e and Roase,in they *moft brilliant wras, to Prey titet ay 5 ie “ge = ere eet 
gepolitival dete&is of ther goverment 5 and to frecum- NE > 6 °R. Tf, ul i4 
8 ei anew fyftem, more fiw and ecru, vad probably The Secs pENERAL ‘Asse 1BLY of this 
: {y mot’ favorabic, even to the indewidual liberty of the State, ase to meet at Brifiul neat iondayy 

ret Cubpeet, than the lait r—-Arad yet, we mayowery” Yeite ab ere, via New-York, Joun Ma- 
q peclume, that this will be the cale, irum the mode. Tihtws, & ‘late Governor ef Seuth-Carolina-- Mr, 
rhage aod enlightened wade: tanding vt tome of thule Eowanps, M . Bexpiwyand Mr. Kosert burns, 
pminaties, the radiance of whole widow, im peace and = Merchafits, of Sou thieCarolina, and f.veral others. 
sbuen ei. fuled through tie wide expante of this = Lait Phurfdayparrived here, vid New-York, Mrs. 
aiipaect. LivsT#eious dag 4 may _burter, and Family, of South ‘Uasolina. + %. 
that none of the little, tidan jealouly® Congrels onli s8eu ull. accepi@, ap proved, ratihed, 
hit faygelt anced the carecr ot Asousics typow- and confirmed tne Daeaty, of PLACE aul FELLOW. 
peace apd safety, will intervene, to prevent the SUP, efablitied between the United States uf America, 
Weipets ol your wife cougcils——And fall we nat aad the Empetur of Dlovecco. 

ay 29, ars, The Plague in- 


furtre condtét, like our patt, dhould A late Londo ‘~ 
7 aignabvie dufpiciuns, that the has caufed the moft terrible 


hors creaies duly at | 
spon, inficad cj tue plaudit ola part, & ail kh yayes, On ai this Mouth there died, in the 
gtizedaud difesyvuid b) ie usute ed caccsa rifti@ius, 27 Jews, a asd 14% Moers. 
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d, will fodn gfa- a ¢ Proportion jand by calewhaging the total of the 

publi@curiefiiy with thar propredings ; and itis — carried off iinge the new Yeurg computed, (fat 
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the aniveclal confidence vepoied in nie ¢ courte of 
the Minds oi the poeple throughout es 335. Perfons; 587 tapas, 1544 
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aad Dittridts, —_;, depypulated, 
isa Copy of an onde gptely iffued byhis A Waiter? a ate Paper, ipcuking of General Wat 
Cui ington fai @haracter can scar 
ath okeads sagate hoateee che : ; 


mall. 
aBeoltem, séil Juiy, wiriece conceived, hericaa she oe — : 


“9 afked wich is the iinet Trait ey pre 
Pot the Genegal Court, paffed on a thir- i 
yf Juve lait, tie Guverton, was Pequcltade to 
ee put not defs than five huudred, Ber 
pit hyudced oven, tor the dele: is Coim- 
te Gentinuc them im ici ipace 
s unlele uiey fhould bs rai dich ged by 
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With ihe 
, tha 
”. py eG bit of ood inten we ate inform- 
ali Joppera by Law in New-York, except Bung- 
at t6. for a Dollary that in tte jerieys 
fmegiated 1c 180 fora Dollar, atid that there are 
ported imiv. this Stace aud paffing at 
«Our Produce, Sugar, Meilalies, &c. 
that rol this Town tod State onght to 
on their G bids jet faeh valt Quantities baste te im- 
affed here, af to depreciate thembab tow hére 
i hae Wet ward na thereby, mbers 
ro fatter, who miy tke large Sums foe cif Proe 
duce, &c. at get for a Dollars——A Hine tor the Cene- 
ral Aifembly ot this Stat¢, to improve at Uicit next Seffiun, 
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G. Wanton, in ‘this Town, ISAAC Mm’ rihKsOM, 


m, witht, Sir, = Bre ot 
i ; q. of Bonih-Carolina. 
; aus moft a ent terval =—Mrs. Paru@iow, Widow of the late Nr, PEtaa- 
era Whe: Cal ae >. 4 aon, of thi Pown. ; 


a ee ee 





Wy E the Sub fferibert belay appoint- 
Hon 


Town-Council, of Biiftol, in the Cor 
oe of weit, and State aint Jag ig 
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itors to faid Eftate, thar we will 
their Claims at either ef our Dy 
Houtes,i 


tes, ing the Time afi: < a 
w iSigise re heel org ihine = Council for the | Settle 
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For Alexandelay 


Virginia, 


2 Sloop Betley, will gail ¢ on or 
thee the 25th Iaft. Por Freielit 


or Paflage apply co STEPHEN DE. 
BLOIS, at Newport, or Heit Sand 
THOMPSON, of Providence, | - = 


aid i “ae Se he 
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thin Six M 


= ANIEL BR. DPORL 

*Brittol, Augutt 13, 1787. > | 
State of Ruope-fs 
TOALL WHOMIT AN, 
NOW Y & Thar 
of Camberland, Yeo 
gth Day ef April, 1787," 
ling-Houte at Covengy, — a 
ime the. Sum of Forty+Fnth Pounds 
Filteen ings and Threeperice, Law- 
fii) Money, beitiz in ull of the Pyinci- 
pal and [nrere/t of a Sum of Moncey, 


ae 





THE NEW-YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
; 170 CENTRAL PARK WEST | 





. 
: 
; 
; 


PAA ALI A x, 


me 
ALBAN Y, Jaly es2 


A gentleman from Coeman’s (12 miles be- 
low this city) informs us, that Abraham 
Spring ftead, ot that place, lately died there of 
tee HYDROPHOBIA. He adds, that it is 
gtuerally believed, Mr, Spring ftead became in- 
tefted with the faid diforder by tkinning a cow, 
in April fat, which had become mad, and was 
fhot to prevent any accident which otherwile 
might happen.—That on the 34 init. upwards 
of three months from the time he became in- 
feéted, he was taken with a pain in one of his 

s,which encreafing, the day following to his 
ole frame=his fenfes | Paebage Kecame dif- 
d, till be was ofeized with fits of ravings 
and madnels, which generally lafled for the 
{pace of about a minute, but often returned, In 
this ftate he continued until Monday, between 
one and two o'clock in the afternoon, when, 
having difengaged himtelf trom the chords with 
which he had been tied, he went out of the 
houle about ten or fifteen paces, where he fell. 
down and expired immediatciy.—During his 
ilinefs, he often complainea of a very 
thirty, but could not bear even the fight of 
water. He has let 2 wite and two chidien to 
lament his untimely end, 





meee 
July 25. 
Since our laft the foliowing veficis have ree 
turned from whaling veyages, viz. 
Brig Sally, Capt. Worth, with 39 tons of 
maceti ail, 
Brig Jofeph, Capt. Brock, with 12 tons of 
fpermaceti, 34 tons of whale o:1, and yocolb. 
ef bone. 


_,. Ship Romulus, Capt, Pinkhame-21 tons of 
fpetmaceti vil, and 36 of whale ditto. 

Ship Lively, Capt. Chadwicke-86 tons of 

waale oil, 28,tons of fpermaceti, and ix tons of 


ec. 
Biig Induftry, 130 barrels of {permaceti oil, 








EXETER (New-Hamphhire) July i4. 

A gentleman from Marietta informs us, 

the grcwth of trees there exceed all for large. 

nelieThat Major Tupper, on returning home 

one day trom furveying land, was overtaken 

) byafevere ftorm of rain, which obliged him 

fud his party to take up their lodging tor the 

night in a hollow tree, which at that time very 

» happily pretented—The next morning be ex- 

ercifed ten men together in the fame tree, with 

their bayoncts fined, and cach man’s packs dung 
@orhis back. 





———— — 
} a Se ee on ie ae: a) oe 

A letier from Benga!, has the following cue 
tious particulars tAt Oude, F yzabad, on the 
province of Bengal, is a tomb of SetTu (Adam's 
third fon) twelve feet long. 

“ Sujan Dow ran's father repaired the 
tomb, and of Jon's, adjoining it.e-Not more 
then a mile from thofe tombs, is a fragment of 

 Noan's Ark ; perhaps by examining the wood, 
whether of Sak or Teke, it might be afeertained 
whereabouts it was built, er difcover a timber 
7 building, more durable than either of 





BOS T O N, Ayguft 3s. 
Alate Englith paper mentions, that Mr, 
ichard Fold ef Birmingham, has very lately 

prefented to the Society of Arts, an Effay, in 
which he points out a method, demonttrated by 
@ variety ot {uccefsful experiments, that horfes 
May be inoculated for the ftcangles; with the 

€ certainty of fuccefs that the human {pecies 
at for the {mall- pox. 

t.Laar, the principal Private Secretary 

to The PreSdent of the United States, is a 
Joung gentleman belonging to New-Hamp- 
"e=-and who was, we hear, at the requeft of 

Prefident, recommended to him by General 
INCOLN, fome years fince. 

Aug. 17. The Supreme Executive have been 
led to commute the punifhment of Edward 
ehnfon, who was to have been executed at 
Cambridge on Thuriday lak for burglary, to 

@ labour on Cafte Ifland, during ‘ite. 

FROVIDENCE, Augoft 15. 
e Petition is faid to have been preicnted to 
Agtels fiom the Governor and Council of 
*th-Carolina, which mentions the probabi. 
ty of that State becoming foon a member of 
= unien, and praying that the foreign dutie 
tet be exaéted trom the citizens thereot 
atterthe meeting of their Convention in 
teh rnext. We further learn, that Con- 
Meal, withing forahe prefent to adopt lenient 
“res, have agreed that the faid duties hail 
Sellegted trom thips and vellels belong- 
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ing to North-Carolina and this State, till after 
November next. 

NE W P O R T, Auguft r9. 

Laft Saturday Evening came on here a very 
fevere Thunder Storm which Iafted near two 
Hours, during its Continuance the Lightning 
ftruck a Houfe in th- Neck, occupied by Mi. 
Amos Gardner, jun, and confiderably damage 
the fame as alfo a Mill belonging to Mrs. 
Harriion, which it damaged very much=and a 
Brig in the Harbour aad her Forematt greatly 
injured, 

The fame Evening a Barn in North-Kingf= 
town, belonging to Uliver R. Warner, E‘q; of 
this Town; i the Occupation of Mr. Samuel 
Phillips, touk Fire by Lighting, and was in- 
ftantly confumed with its Contents, being Ten 
Tons of Hay and a large Quantity of Rye, 
Oats, &c. and all the farming Utenfils. The Fa- 
mily of Ezekiel Gardner, jun. E(q; of the fame 
Neighbourhood, Six in Number, with one of Kis 
Nephews were ksocked down at the fame Time, 
bet foun recovered, except one of his Sons who 
lay Speechlefs until the Monday tollowing.— 
His Houfe being ftruck in feveral Places is very 
tnuch damaged: 

Marrted}—At Providence, Mr. Isaac 
BartetT, of Charlefton (S.C.) Merchant, 
to Mils Susannan Marsn, Daughter of Mr. 
Daniel Maihh. 

% Dito.J—At Portfmouth, Yefterday, Mr. 
Jen Sisson, aged 87, and Mr. Joun Fist, 
aged 80 Years. 

-Extra& from a Law of the United States, paffed 

the grit of July 2789, encitied «© An Actto 

** regulate the Coileftion of the Duties, 

* te.” 

‘* And whereas the States of Rhode Ifland 
and Providence Plantations, and Norih Ca:o- 
lina, have not as yet ratified the pretent con- 
ftitution of the United States, by reaton whereof 
this aét doth nor extend to the colle&ting of 
duties within either ot the faid two States, 
itis thereby become neceffary, that the fullow- 
ing ery rag with refpeét to gods, wares or 
merchandize imported from either of the (aid 

two States thodid for the present take place ; 

“* Beit further enaéted, Thatall goods, wares 
and merchandize not of their own growth of 
manufacture, which fhal) be imported from 
either ot the feid two States of Rhode-Ifand 
and Providence Plantations, or North-Carolina; 

“Gate any ether pert or place, widhin the limits of 
the United States, as ferried by the late treaty of 
peace, thall be fubjegt tothe like duties, ieizures 
and forfeitures, as govds, wares or merchan- 
dize, imported from any State or country with- 
out the iaid limits.” 





NAVAL-OFFICE, 
Port of Newport, Auguft 18, 


EnTeEReED, JSrom 
Brig Lucretia, J. Howland, Maffachuiletts. 
Brig Patty, J. Grimes, Ifle of May. 


Schooner Deiphin, W. Buxton,Maflachuteris; 


Sivop Richmond Packet, Ls Price, Ditto, 
Schooner Vigilant, P. Bufhey, Cape Breten. 
Sloop Defpatch, T. Ratfell, Wew- York. 

CLEARED, Sor 
Schooner Abigail, A. Geoffrey, Hifpaniola, 
Sloop Peggy, S$. Cahoune, Baltimore. 


Sloop Dove, P. Slocum, 


Hitpaniola. 
Brig Lucretia, J. Howland 


New Bedford, 


TO BE SOLD, BY 


al 
JACOB RICHARDSON, 
Av tHe POST.CTFICE. 
HE AMERICAN GEOGRAPHY ora 
View of the prefen: Situation of the 
United States of America, iluftrated with two 
Sheet Maps, one of the Southern, che other of 
the Northern States, neatly and eteguntiy en- 
raved, and more cerreét than any that have 
Ficherto been publithed. 
To which is add-d, a ccncite Absicgment of 
_ the Geography of the Brith, Spanith, French 
and Dutch Déminions in Anienca, and the 
Welt-indies.—Ot Europe, Alia, and Atricam 
By JEDEDIAH MORSE, A. i. 

Alto Liements of General Hifory, tranflared 
from the French of the Abbe Miliot, in Five 
Volumes large Oftavo, togethsr with » great 
Variety of Books and Stationary. 

Of whom likewife, may be had the CON- 
GRESS[ONAL REGISTER, ot, Derates in 
Congiels, taken in Mhost-hard, by Tuewas 
LioxD, and the MASSACHUSETTS$ 1) 4. 
GAZINE ior Joly 1789, with ali the pegeeding 
Numbers of cach of the ath mentioned Publica. 
tien’, 
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From a late Philadelphia Paper: 
Tur COPPERS DONE OVER. 


F all the late hubbubs urg'd on by food 
cloven, 
Krom foop- board to fice, from tap room to even, 
From college to brothel: could &- dl e’endilcover 
Moie wicked a whim than we Coppers done over? 
Done over, O. 


Our nomixal value for ages pafs'd mutter, 

With quire, brewer, baker, the bailiff and 
buckfler ; 

But eighty a foiling “twixt butcher and drover, 

Mult prove that poor Coppers are fadly done 
over, Ge. 


Kite-fac'd bills of credit, altho’ they did wone 


ders, ; 
Fell not half fo faft into b-m--dd-r flounders; 
Perhaps they'll yet ftart from their wau/ts into 
clover, 


To oufter us Coppers thus flatly dene over, Br. 


Were Swift fent from Styx, with political 
caution, 

To fing wooden half. pence again out of fathiong 

*Twowid not caule fuch fufs, between Londun 
and Dover, ; } 

As here, in Columbia, poor Coppers done 

over, &c, é 

Had we ind flut Conti, who ¢ropt long before us, 

Sull kept with she aweadby, they"d pize and 
aduse us 5 

But, catch’d in hands mecdy, we feel her falfe 
lover 

Repeat his tell flab on us Coppers done over, Ve, 


Beware, Gold and Silver, your fate feems pres 
CAIUS, 

The mid:ums of trade are fojadith and various x 

Kiep cious 0 the poor, or be fure, under cover 

sume Jpeck Mali condemn yuu, like Coppers 
pore over, Se. 


Ye minting biafs founders, now, new is your 
haivelts 

Far treth peculajers, |o! Satan, thou carvelt, 

*Tiil ev'ry oppregor, and /peB.monry rover. 

Shall weigh'd be ike Coppers ana imartly done 
eter, Ge. 


Away, tow ye beggars, and /aall-ware 
retailers, 


Go, all fuck your paws, through our downfall 
and failures ; 


Elfs lay fiege to Heaven : your pray'rs may re 
cover 


The death of the Dd and Co, pers done over, 
Dene over, O. 











HE Members of the ABOLITION so. 
CIETY are notified, taat the nex, Quin- 
TERLY MESTING will be on the arft liitant, 
at Piovidence, at 2 o’Ciock, P.M 
THOMAS ARNOLD, Secretary. 
gth of &ih Month, i789, 





Thomas Green 
and Sons, 


At the Buck near the R-d Market, having juf® 
reccived a Pascel of choice GOODS, ferable 
for the Seaton, do hereby notity their old 
Cuitomets and others, in Town and Country, 
that taid Goods are to be had at their Shop 
very low tor Cath.———The (mallet Favours 
will be gratetutly acknowledged, 

; Among which are 

ERY gvod Englith Stays, 
Stormont and other Calicoes, 

Patches, Chintzes, and printed Cottons, 

Neat Waiitcoat Patterns, 

Modes, Sxifnets and Perfians, 

Lawns, Apron Patterns, 

Matlins, Kensing and Gauze Handkerchiefs, 

Satinets and Laitings, 

Bindanoe and other Sitk Handkerchiefs, 

Broadcloths and Ke hmers, 

>halloons, Tammies and Calimar.coes, 

Pewter, Crockery, Hofiery sad Habid fhery, 

Beit Town mace Sattinet Shoes, 

An Aflorument ct Lovking-Gaffes, &¢, ke. 
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Samuel Davis (resident of Plymouth, Mass) 

"Journal of a Tour to Connecticut" published in 

Mass. Hist, Soc. Proceedings, Seaton; 1871, Vol II, pelé6 
Intry for Septe 3, 1789 at New Haven, Conn, 


"We find some difficulty in making change in this place, 
Coppers pass at six the penny s Even those graced with 
the Legend *Auctori Conne" are included, Feel chagrined 
that old Massachusetts, with his bow md arrow should 

be undervalued. New York regulates their trade, The 
Crown passes there, and here now, at 654 9d." (Quoted 

in Crosby ps 296). 


Pe 22 Entry for Sept. 17, 1789 at New York 


"Purchase some fruit in the market, Coppers pass at 
twenty-four the shilling, Only the New Jersey coinage 
are current in the market, where are melons, peaches 
and other fruits, superior, I think, to those of 
Boston." 


Pe 27 Entry for Septe 2h, 1759 at Yoluntown (In Conn, 
near Reels border) 


"Coppers pass at forty-eight the shilling, to those 
going east, as they pass thus at Providence." 


r 











By hy not of ood Intelligence we ate inform: 
}i Coppers by Law in New-York, except Bung- 

are | T6o for a Doilary that in tite jerieys 

d to 180 fora Dollar, and that there are 
orted imiv this Stace aud poffing at 


qr Our Produce, Sugir, Meialles, Sc. 


th itan® of this Town and State ought to 
be on their Girard, ict teh valt Quantities fhould te im- 
ported and paffed here, at to depreciate them as tow here 
as 


bey afe at the Wellward, and theetby, camie Numbers 
to fatter, who miy take larye Sums fae their Proe 
duce, &c. at got fora Dollar,——A Hinetor the Cone- 
ral Atfembly ot this Staté, to improve at thei next Seflion, 


